June 24, 2011

problems they already face for the tax prob-
lems accompanying the trust form that they
will face if Section 646 is allowed to sunset.

| introduced H.R. 2320 because a perma-
nent extension of Section 646 will immediately
remove the disincentive presented by the sun-
set of Section 646 for Alaska Native corpora-
tions to use settlement trusts to provide bene-
fits to their Alaska Native shareholders.

| would like to note to my colleagues that
the fact that Section 646 is not already a per-
manent part of the tax code is a result of its
unique procedural history, rather than a result
of any substantive determination as to its mer-
its or revenue concerns about its cost. Section
646 was originally enacted, along with several
other provisions, as an unrelated, miscella-
neous provision as part of the 2001 tax legis-
lation which, because of the need to use the
budget reconciliation process, was subject to a
December 31, 2010 sunset provision. Rather
than subsequently being made permanent
similar to other unrelated, miscellaneous provi-
sions in the 2001 tax legislation, Section 646
was extended for two years along with the
2001 individual tax rate reductions as part of
the 2010 year-end tax legislation such that it
is now scheduled to expire on December 31,
2012. Once again, the decision to enact a
two-year extension (rather than a permanent
extension) was not attributable to substantive
or revenue considerations relating to Section
646 itself. Rather, it followed from a decision
to enact a simple two-year extension of all of
the expiring 2001 provisions without assessing
the merits of alternative extension periods for
each expiring provision being extended. Thus,
it is fair to say that the current non-permanent
status of Section 646 is an accident of the leg-
islative process and that no Member has ever
suggested that the provision should not be
made permanent. Further, there was wide
support for the permanency provision in the
last Congress. H.R. 2320 would simply rem-
edy this accident of the legislative’ process
and make permanent a provision that should
have originally been enacted as such.

———
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to acknowledge the
recent passing of one of Mobile’s most be-
loved and respected educators, Robert Rut-
ledge.

“Coach Bob,” as he was known to many,
was head football coach, athletic director, as-
sistant headmaster and headmaster over his
33-year career at St. Paul’'s Episcopal School.
He has been described as the heart of St.
Paul’s and an influential role model for his stu-
dents.

Under his guidance, St. Paul's athletic pro-
gram gained statewide respect, including a trip
to the 1993 State Championship game.

For three decades, Coach Bob inspired, led
and prepared generations of students for the
rigors of life, instilling in many the confidence
to set their goals high and then work hard to-
ward attaining them.
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Bob’s enthusiasm for coaching and teach-
ing—and his devotion to improving the lives of
each of his students—is what set him apart as
a truly outstanding educator.

A former student and now local Mobile attor-
ney, Charlie Potts, recently told the Mobile
Press-Register that Coach Bob always fol-
lowed the Golden Rule. Simply put, Bob Rut-
ledge treated his students and players the way
he would want to be treated.

Bob was also instrumental in shaping St.
Paul’s community service programs, including
a fine arts program that today rivals the offer-
ings of many colleges and universities.

For St. Paul's students and alumni, Coach
Bob was more than a great educator and
leader, he was like a parent and cherished
friend. He had a talent for summoning the best
in his students and building a faculty and staff
that were second to none. Although he retired
in 2006, his passing is a profound loss for St.
Paul’s and our entire community.

Mr. Speaker, | join with so many others from
southwest Alabama in mourning the loss of a
truly exceptional man who touched thousands
upon thousands of lives with his generosity,
leadership and strength.

My condolences go out to his wonderful wife
of 45 years, Martha, and their children, Kellie,
Brett and Dorie. You are all in our thoughts
and prayers.

———
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Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate and honor Jackson Hole Moun-
tain Resort (JHMR) from the state of Wyoming
for their receipt of the National Ski Area Asso-
ciation’s (NSAA) Golden Eagle Award. Having
been a previous recipient of this award in
1995, JHMR vyet again receives the highest
honor in environmental achievement. This
prestigious award is judged by industry peers
and a select group of judges.

As an example to all industries, both within
and without the business of skiing, JHMR has
managed to produce an environmentally-
friendly ski resort. They are a great example
to us all of environmental achievements. The
award coincides with the resort’s five year an-
niversary of ISO 14001 certification. JHMR is
one of only two resorts in the United States to
have met these standards. This specific
award, the Golden Eagle Award, honors their
environmental excellence for “Medium Size
Ski Areas” (200,000—500,000 visits). Busi-
nesses, such as this resort, are our hope for
a more beautiful world in the future, showing
us that spectacular sites do not have to come
at the cost of our environmental degradation.

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort is justly
proud to receive this award. Their selection
shows their positive impact and contribution to
a better environment. A few of their contribu-
tions, to note, are: modifications to their heat-
ing systems, reducing propane use by 20%
and recycling all motor oil, along with anti-
freeze, batteries, and snowmelt (from groom-
ing equipment). They have demonstrated a
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level of responsibility, commitment and care
that deserves our recognition, support and ut-
most respect. Their developments and strate-
gies are exemplary. They are a great example
to us all. | commend them for their great
deeds, and agree they are most deserving of
this Golden Eagle Award.

——————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1249) to amend
title 35, United States Code, to provide for
patent reform:

Mr. HOYER. Madam Chair, | rise in support
of this legislation. | am a strong supporter, as
many of you know, of what we call our Make
It In America agenda. Make It In America sim-
ply means we are going to provide jobs, we
are going to provide opportunities, and we are
going to build the manufacturing sector of our
economy. In order to do that we also need to
enhance the inventive, innovative, and devel-
opment phases of our economy. This bill, |
think, will facilitate this.

| congratulate the gentlelady from California
for this amendment as well, which | think im-
proves this bill. | rise in strong support and
urge my colleagues to support this piece of
legislation. | congratulate all of those who
have worked on this legislation. It is obviously
not perfect, but then again, no piece of legisla-
tion that we adopt is perfect. It is, however, a
significant step forward to make sure that
America remains the inventive, innovative de-
velopment capital of the world. In order to do
that we need to manufacture goods here in
America—manufacture the goods that we in-
vent, innovate, and develop here, because if
we continue to take them to scale overseas,
then the inventors, innovators, and developers
will themselves move overseas.

So | thank Mr. SMITH, Mr. WATT, Ms. LOF-
GREN, and the others who have worked so
hard on this legislation, who have dedicated
themselves to trying to make sure that we
have a context and environment in America
which will facilitate the innovative sector of our
economy.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to a man of great character, patriotism,
and community pride: Mr. Jim Wham of
Centralia, lllinois, who passed away May 20,
2011, at the age of 92.

| first met Jim when, as a child, | visited my
late grandfather, John Shimkus, who owned a
clothing store in Centralia. Jim Wham, already
a well known attorney, knew my grandfather
and | remember meeting this well educated,
well informed, larger than life man. Many
years later, when | began running for Con-
gress, | again met Jim—who was very active
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